
The dinosaurs 
From the Triassic, through the Jurassic.

A History CLIL  module by Lucia De Martino - 5 novembre 2018  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Introduction
The challenge comes from the curiosity that most of the students 
have always shown towards these creatures lived on Earth 
millions of years ago. 
This curiosity has increased thanks to the many cartoons, 
documentaries, films followed by the children and this is precisely 
why they have discovered a far away world. 

Intro: (10 minutes)
Warm up: (20 minutes)
Unit 1: “A mind map” (30 minutes)
Unit 2: “Dinosaur world” (60 minutes)
Unit 3: “New knowledges” (60 minutes)
Unit 4: “ The King” (60 minutes)
Unit 5:  “ The project” (60 minutes)
Unit 6: “Assessment” (60 minutes)

Classes: 3A - 3B Primary school, 36 students
Istituto Comprensivo Cristoforo Colombo Ca

SS English level: Basic
SS English level to be achieved: A1

Students Prerequisites
Students should be invited to make sense of their prior knowledges and 
experiences, so that they can come into contact with new knowledges. 
Understanding simple oral messages and simple descriptive texts, asking for 
explanations, following instructions. Knowing the fundamental aspects of 
Prehistory. Using the time line to place facts. Having an English basic level.
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Prerequisites 
Characteristics of the classes’s group

 

❖ The first graph shows you the difference between males and females in the two classes.
❖ In this second graph, different colours have been used to indicate the English level in the two classes.
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Teaching 
techniques 

Brainstorming, 
flash cards, visual 
charts, matching, 
games, search 
words, 
assembling, self 
assessment.

 Learning 
strategies

Cooperative 
learning: work in 
pair, work in 
group; circle time, 
work individually, 
learning by doing, 
learning by 
playing, digital 
learning.

Cooperative learning: encourages students  to 
work together (in pairs, small groups, whole 

class). Circle time: encourages students to be in 
a context where knowledge and understanding 

are shared. Work individually: encourages 
students to reflect and assimilate knowledge. 

Learning by doing: involves learning doing things 
and finding out things for themselves, solving 

problems. Learning by playing: involves students 
in learning with pleasure. Digital learning 

encourages students to use new technology.
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Teaching aims
SS should know Know  the history of 

the dinosaurs from 
the Triassic to the 
Jurassic;

Know the main 
dinosaurs;

Identify the 
principal 
parts of the 
dinosaurs’s 
body;

Know the difference 
between 
carnivores and 
herbivores;

Build short 
sentences;

Recognise 
written form 
of key 
language;

SS should be able 
to

Know the history 
of the 
dinosaurs from 
the Triassic to 
the Jurassic;

Know the  
main 
dinosaurs;

Identify the 
principal parts of 
the dinosaurs’s 
body;

Know the 
difference 
between 
carnivores and 
herbivores;

Build with 
colored 
card their 
own 
dinosaur;

Interact adequately 
with 
communicative 
situations; 

Recognize written 
form of key 
language;

Follow 
instructions;

Read a short text;

SS should be aware to Remembering 
different types of 
knowledge

Reviewing 
learning

Checking, 
understanding

Identifying, matching, 
labeling, naming;

Reasoning; 
listening; 
handling;

Assembling,
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WARM UP 
Brainstorming 

To help learners understand what the lesson will be about and what is 
important, we will start from a dinosaur’s image presented on the IWBs, 
and we will ask the students: What is it? 
Then we will say “ Today we are going to talk about Dinosaurs”.

We will wait for their answers and we will support them with the 
informations and concepts they already have about it (of course in this 
phase we can use Italian language “Scaffolding” through mother tongue 
use”).
We can then, add some other images on the subject, that can 
stimulate more informations about the life of the dinosaurs: 

�   �   �
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A mind map (Unit 1)
After our solicitations, we will write on the blackboard all the words 
spoken by the children and we will create a map, can also accept 
Italian terms and then translate them. 
  We can also expand our mind map, with other questions: 

What does the word Dinosaurs mean? 
What kind of Dinos do you know? 
When did they live? 
What were they like? 

        What they ate? 
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Dinosaur World  (Unit 2)
To set behavior goals for the day, we can persuade them to listen 
carefully and pay attention, because they are going to work hard. 
Let’s sit them in circle on the floor, facing the IWBs and read them a 
short text on the Paleontologist and on the age of the Dinosaurs. 
From “Dinosaur World”, by Macmillan Factual Readers. 
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Paleontology is the study of the history of life. Scientists who study paleontology are 

called paleontologists. Paleontologists use fossils to try to figure out, all about life on 

earth, they study all kinds of fossils, not just dinosaurs’s bones.

The word Dinosaurs comes from the Greek language and means “terrible lizard”.

Scientists believe that a massive asteroid impact caused their extinction.

After having aroused their enthusiasm, we pretend to be all 
paleontologists and play a game. We will explain them, how to play. 
Linking us to the sites: 
https://kidsdinos.com/dinosaur-games/ (Paleontologist). 
https://kidsdinos.com/dinosaur-games/dino-builder/ 
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https://kidsdinos.com/dinosaur-games/
https://kidsdinos.com/dinosaur-games/dino-builder/


New knowledges, the body parts (Unit 3)
After playing, the children return to their seats, with the desks 
arranged as an island and in this situation, we present them  
pictures of the dinosaurs, to consolidate their knowledge. At this 
point they will have to write the name of the dinosaurs and some of 
their characteristics, on some new and exiting learning activities. 
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Task 1) Write the name and color it. 

1 _____________                  2 ______________                  

                     

           

                                                                                                          
                          
3   —————————                                              4 ———————                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                  
                    

   5 ____________________ 
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Task 2) Label the right name to the descriptions  

           
 1) Stegosaurus a) The word means king lizard, it walked on two legs, it 

had an enormous head and long heavy tail. It was a 
meat eater (carnivorous). 

                                                         
                                                          

2) Velociraptor b) The word means fast thief or fast raptor, it walked on 
two legs, it had a long tail. It was a meat eater 
(carnivorous). 
                                                        
                                                          

3) Brachiosaurus c) The words means three horned face. It had three 
horns. It was a plant eater (herbivore).

4)Tyrannosaurus 
REX

d) The words means lizard with long arms. It was big, 
with long neck and small head. It walked on all four legs. 
It was a plant eater (herbivore).

5)Triceratops e) The words means roof and lizard. It was large and 
strong. It had big bones on the back.
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The king (Unit 4)
Here there are more informations about one of the most popular 
dinosaurs, that made him famous, moreover informations about 
some of the most important dinosaur’s body parts. We can read all 
that to the class and wait for their reactions:                                                                       
Then they can work in pair and label their own T-rex. 
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Task 3) Label the T-rex body parts                                                                          
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Name:_____________
Direction: Cut out or write the words at the 
bottom, to label each part of the dinosaur.



The project (Unit 5)
At the end of the teaching unit, children should have expanded their 
knowledge about dinosaurs and to make them even more involved, 
divided in groups, they will build their own dinosaur, to take home. 
After gluing a photocopy of dinosaur on a card, they have to cut it 
and to assemble it. 

Task 4) Make your own dinosaur:  

Glue the photocopy on a card, then cut it and assemble it. 
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Assessment (Unit 6)      

To be sure, that the children have assimilated the informations, at 
the end of the unit we will proceed to the game checks, as word 
search and self assessment, because children love this type of   
activity. SMILE allow students to undertake any activity with  
pleasure, without being worried by "judgment", without being stress 
towards the result that would spoil the pleasure of the task and of 
the learning. Every teacher should create in the classroom a 
supportive and stress-free atmosphere.
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Task 5) Search the words: 
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s a p t e r o d e d t i r s t 
a p a t o s a u r u s o s i r 
s u c o d o l p i d t n a g i 
p y c u f h a r j p u l u u c 
i j a r g t i d a a a n h a e 
n h a s h r u r e d g g r n r 
o b g o o v i r a p t o r o a 
s g h d c c m k e g b o f d t 
a s n x o h h u d t c n h o o 
u a l l o s a u r u s t n n p 
r s e d g s i h d g s r u y s 
u v s u r u a s o n n a r y t 
s r p t e r o d a c t y l u s 

Allosaurus Spinosaurus 
Apatosaurus Pterodactyl 
Diplodocus Triceratops 
Iguanodon Tyrannosaurus  
Velociraptor Oviraptor 

Dinosaur Name Word Search 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 



Task 6) Search the words: 
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h m u s e u m s g c 
u j u r a s s i c l 
r a e x t i n c t a 
a t g r s e t m h w 
p i g e g u h u u s 
t c a b o n e s g e 
o j u p a s s l c r 
r l o e l i t p e r 
l r f o s s i l s w 

extinct jurassic 
egg museum 

raptor reptile 
claws huge 
fossil bones 

Dinosaur Word Search 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 



Task 7) Self assessment 

       My self assessment                             



Color the right smile:
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1) I know the brief history of dinosaurs.

2) I know the names of the main dinosaurs.

3) I can identify the principal parts of the dinosaurs’s 
body.

4) I know the difference between carnivores 
and herbivores.

5) I can build my own dinosaur.

6) I can follow instructions.

7) I can make short sentences about dinosaurs.

Pretty wellVery good Little


